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TOPY America Achieves Level Four KY SEN Recognition
On February 19, KPPC presented the level

four Kentucky Save Energy Now (KY SEN)

award to TOPY America, Inc. The

Frankfort-based facility  signed onto KY

SEN in the fall of 2010 and has consistently

progressed through higher levels of the

program. To reach level four, the company

has successfully  implemented their energy

management action plan and has begun

regular evaluation of their progress.

Receiving the award, TOPY America

President, Terry Kurihara said, "Our hard

work to establish self-sustaining energy-

saving programs has helped increase our

competitiveness as a parts supplier in the

North American Automotive Industry. Our

partnership with KPPC has been

instrumental in the development of our

energy management planning, reporting and sustainability. Our goal will be to continue to improve energy

reductions and energy efficiency."
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Vote by March 1 for USPC's Sustainability Efforts
The United States Playing Card Company (USPC), one of KPPC's most active clients, has been selected as a

finalist for a Greater Cincinnati Green Business Award. Voting is now open to the public for the People’s

Choice category. The awards will be presented March 7 by theBusiness Courier and the U.S. Green Building

Council Cincinnati Regional Chapter.

USPC project description: "Sustainability  efforts at

[USPC's Erlanger, Kentucky, facility] have been

steadily gaining momentum since 2010, when the

facility  partnered with the Kentucky Pollution

Prevention Center with the goal of achieving cost

savings through energy efficiency and waste

minimization. USPC has successfully  implemented

plantwide equipment shutdown procedures. By

conducting weekend audits to identify shut-down

opportunities and communicating those results to department managers, USPC employees are now actively

engaged in conserving energy. USPC also recycles as much as possible. Currently all process scrap and office

paper is collected and recycled instead of being sent a landfill. Other sustainability  projects include reusing

paper, tariff rate changes, facility  lighting upgrades and compressed air system optimization."

See the Business Courier's website for a slideshow of the finalists and a link to vote for your favorite project

by March 1.
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Report Demonstrates Over $6.6 Billion in Economic Benefits from
Pollution Prevention
A Cornerstone of Environmental Sustainability: Pollution

Prevention Results from 2007 to 2009 presents available

information on the achievements of state and local P2 programs for

the calendar years 2007 to 2009. The newly-released report was

produced by the National Pollution Prevention Roundtable (NPPR)

based upon the results shared by 90 pollution prevention (P2)

programs in the United States. 

The report shows that there were almost $6.6 billion in economic

benefits and more than 7 billion pounds of pollution minimized or

eliminated during the three year period. Seven billion pounds of

waste is equivalent to the amount of waste generated by 350

thousand households, the approximate size of Columbus, Ohio. This

study affirms that pollution prevention results in conservation of

valuable resources and significant waste reductions, as well cost

savings that were four times greater than the funds used to support

the various P2 programs.

The report documents additional benefits of P2 activities, including: approximately 16 billion gallons of

water conserved; almost 2.5 billion kilowatt hours of reduced energy usage; and more than 33 billion pounds

of greenhouse gases no longer being released into the atmosphere.
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Newsbits

What McDonalds and P&G are Doing to Keep Water Risk at Bay

From GreenBiz.com, January 30, 2013.  A few years

after Coca-Cola established a manufacturing plant in

southern India, the company got itself into hot water

as local wells began drying up. Although no conclusive

proof about whether the beverage giant was to blame

ever materialized, the event resulted in the plant's

closure after just five years of operations and fed into

anti-Coke campaigns.

The company learned an important lesson and

continues to make progress in reducing its water

usage. But Coca-Cola's experience highlights the

dangers of ignoring natural resource constraints.

Water in particular has become an increasingly

strategic risk for corporations, governments and investors. Organizations that don't pay careful attention

to the growing impact of this stressed resource can be sent in a tailspin.

That's why the environmental think tank World Resources Institute (WRI) has developed a global water

risk map. It allows organizations to better assess the kinds of risks associated with water in almost every

part of the world. Big corporations have already begun using the tool, with McDonalds requiring 353 of its

suppliers to assess their water risk and Procter & Gamble using it to understand water risk at each of its

manufacturing sites.

The free online tool, called Aqueduct, layers a zoomable map with 12 different indicators that could

contribute to water risk, including flood occurrence, drought severity, threatened wildlife and media

attention.

Cities Push for Energy Data on Commercial Buildings

From GreenBiz.com.  As a way to incentivize landlords to compete for lower operational costs,

Minneapolis is the latest U.S. city  — and the first in the Midwest — to adopt an energy benchmarking and
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disclosure rule for commercial buildings.

Private commercial buildings larger than 50,000 square

feet in Minneapolis must report energy and water use

annually beginning in 2015. The policy — already

adopted in Austin, New York City, Philadelphia, San

Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C. — is meant to

bolster market forces, rather than requiring building

design mandates, and motivate owners and tenants to

invest in energy efficiency improvements.

"This kind of transparency builds on our strengths in

Minneapolis around energy efficiency,” said Elizabeth Glidden, Minneapolis City Council member and

author of the ordinance. “Other cities’ experiences with disclosure requirements are showing that they will

result in lower energy costs for businesses."

Walking the walk, the city of Minneapolis and other public offices will lead by example and begin publicly

disclosing energy and water use in buildings larger than 25,000 square feet starting this year.
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Upcoming Training, Events and Conferences

Join U.S. EPA's Energy Star Program for these free webinars in March (all times Eastern):

Financing Energy Efficient Upgrades with Energy Star, March 5, 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.

The Basics of Benchmarking in Portfolio Manager, March 12, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Benchmarking Water/Wastewater Treatment Facilities in Portfolio Manager, March

14, 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.

Computer Power Management with Energy Star, March 21, 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

The Federal Guiding Principles Checklist in Energy Star Portfolio Manager, March 26, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

Visit the Energy Star Training Center for more information.

Webinar: Embedding Sustainability In An Organizational Structure

March 7, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. ET

This webinar is part of the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange (P2Rx)

comprehensive webinar training series to help pollution prevention technical assistance

providers initiate, implement and measure behavioral change resulting from their

programs and initiatives.

The webinar will feature Stephanie Bertels, an assistant professor in technology and

operations management at SFU Surrey, whose research interests include innovations

related to sustainability, institutional change, inter-organizational collaboration, and resilience and

reliability. Her current research bridges organization theory and the issues surrounding sustainable

development to explore how organizations can develop and implement innovative strategies for a more

sustainable future. Register for this free webinar.

Midwest Residential Energy Conference

March 12-13, Lexington

The Midwest Residential Energy Conference focuses on Building Science

and issues related to home performance. The conference objective is to

provide continuing education and updates on building codes, tax credits,

utility  programs and new technologies that benefit or affect the

professions of builders, remodelers, Realtors, HVAC contractors, HERS

Raters, building analysts, utility  program managers and utility  energy

advisors.

To meet this objective, the general sessions and education tracks feature national and regional speakers,

relevant topics and essential CEU’s. The trade show offers opportunities to showcase new products and
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services as well as networking and relationship building opportunities. Full conference information at

registration is available online.  

http://www.midwestenergyconference.com/conference.htm

