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From the Program Manager: KEEPS Offers Something for Everyone 
By Fred Byrd 
KEEPS Program Manager 
  
Kentucky school districts such as Anderson County, Warren County and Barren County have been investing in new, energy-efficient schools 

and retrofitting older facilities with energy-efficient upgrades for some time now. It would be easy for such districts to dismiss KEEPS as a 

program designed for districts without an energy management program. Fortunately, these school districts have embraced our program because 

they realize the KEEPS Energy Management Training System provides tangible and useful resources to all school districts regardless of size or 

stage of developing their energy management initiatives. 

 
Take Barren County Schools for example. The district's desire to maintain a 

high standard of energy performance was clear to us when we first met with 

district representatives. But they needed a strategy for maintaining that 

performance and generating energy and cost savings year after year. This is 

where we were able to lend a hand. Our team has been working closely with 

the Barren County District Energy Committee to help set energy performance 

goals that are consistent with the district's financial priorities. 
 
"Without a doubt, KEEPS delivers tremendous resources to our district 

through expertise and coordination of activities as we focus on energy 

savings in our district," says Barren County Schools Superintendent Dr. Jerry 

Ralston. "There is a great deal of planning, thoughtful consideration and 

enormous communication involved in the process of energy management 

planning. KEEPS helps us maintain our focus." 
  
The district recently passed an energy policy, and the District Energy 

Committee is currently working on their energy program's communications 

plan. We expect more great things from Barren County Schools in the near 
future. 
   
"We've learned that it takes great commitment to the process in order to move the process forward," says Ralston. "It must start with the board 

of education and superintendent if it is to be successful. By changing the mindset and habits of our staff members and students, we can change 

the conservation conscientiousness of our entire district and community. That benefits everyone - our district, our families, our community, and 

our environment." 
 
KEEPS is happy to be part of Barren County Schools commitment to continual improvement and welcomes the opportunity to provide 

assistance to all Kentucky school districts regardless of how far along they are in their respective energy programs. 
 
Send your questions and comments to KEEPS@kppc.org. 
 

Webinar Discusses KEEPS Reporting Requirements 
Pursuant to Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 160.325, Kentucky public school district boards of education are required to report data on school 

district energy use, cost and savings measures to KPPC - Kentucky Pollution Prevention Center - through KEEPS. For the most accurate 

assessment of statewide energy measures, KPPC asks that districts submit Baseline Energy Management Reports for Fiscal Year 2009 (July 1, 

2008, to June 30, 2009) by June 30, 2010. 

 

The Barren County District Energy Committee includes, from 

left: Keith Harlow, District Energy Manager; Steve Russell, 

Director of Facilities; Holly Trowbridge, Grant Writer; 

Kimberly Joseph, KEEPS Regional Coordinator; Bill Walter, 

Assistant Superintendent; and John Stith, Director of Finance. 
  
Energy Committee representatives not pictured are: Dr. Jerry 
Ralston, Superintendent; Robbie Toms, Board Chairman; Bud 

Tarry, Director of Transportation; Paula Russell, Food Service 

Director; and Benny Lile, Director of Instruction.  
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To facilitate the reporting process, KPPC recently hosted a webinar that provided guidance on 

how to complete the KEEPS Energy Management Report. The webinar also demonstrated how 

the KEEPS Utility Tracking Tool can help school districts better understand their energy 

consumption and information requested in the KEEPS Energy Management Report. 
  
"The Energy Management Report and Utility Tracking Tool are designed to make KEEPS 
reporting requirements as easy as possible," says KEEPS Regional Manager Cindy Wohl. 

"These are also useful tools to help districts spot trends in energy usage patterns and identify 

opportunities for improvement."  
  
KEEPS Regional Coordinators conducted the webinar, which was broadcast on June 1, 3, 7 

and 9 and attended by 38 representatives from 37 school districts. A rebroadcast of the hour-

long webinar is available on the KEEPS website. To request a recording of the webinar or for 

questions about KEEPS reporting requirements, call (502) 852-0965 or e-mail 

KEEPS@kppc.org. 

 

 

Schools Honored at Youth Awards Summit  
Wingo Elementary School and Henry Clay High School received the Model Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools (KGHS) award at the KGHS 

and Kentucky National Energy Education Development (NEED) Project Youth Awards Summit, which was held in Frankfort on May 13. The 
award is KGHS's highest honor that recognizes schools for their research and improvement of sustainability and health and for completing a 

rigorous sustainability program. Another 29 schools received certificates for joining the program in 2010. 

 

Summit View Elementary School, Bullitt Lick Middle School and the Energy Technology 

Career Academy were also recognized for being among only 23 schools in the country to 

receive 2010 NEED Youth Awards for Energy Achievement. Representatives from the schools 

will travel to Washington, DC, on June 28 to accept their awards at the 30th Annual NEED 

Youth Awards for Energy Achievement National Recognition Ceremonies. 
   
During the summit, participating schools set up presentations and demonstrated their energy 

projects. They also showcased what they learned about environmental sustainability and 
energy efficiency from KGHS and Kentucky NEED. 
  
As KEEPS partner organizations, Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools and Kentucky NEED 

provide valuable resources that empower teachers and students with the curriculum and other 

resources to make their schools operate at peak efficiency. 
 

KEEPS Kudos To ... 
Kenton County School District 

 

 
   The Kenton County E=WISE2 program held its third-annual awards luncheon on May 26. The E=WISE2 

   (Education creates Wisdom In Saving Energy and the Environment) program is a student-led energy education 

   program created in partnership with Kentucky NEED. The luncheon celebrated the energy and environmental 
   awareness program that has helped significantly reduce the district's energy expenses. 
  
   Congratulations to Kenton County E=WISE2 award winners. Learn more about the Kenton County E=WISE2 

   program. 
 
 

 
Burgin Independent School District 
The Burgin Independent School District passed its energy management policy on May 13. 
  
Lewis County School District  
The Lewis County School District held their first energy team meeting on May 27. 
 

 

KEEPS Regional Coordinators Halida Hatic 

(left) and Adam Hoette facilitating the recent 

KEEPS webinar. 

 

Students from Summit View Elementary School 

demonstrated their energy project at the Youth 

Awards Summit on May 13. 
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KEEPS Facebook Page Grows; DEDI Also Part of Social Network 
Since its inception in April, the KEEPS Facebook page has grown to include more than 125 fans. That number 

continues to grow now that KEEPS has established a "vanity URL," or unique web address that provides end 

users access to the page without having to set up a Facebook account. To view the page, log onto 

www.facebook.com/KyKEEPS. 

 

In an effort to reach a broader audience, the Kentucky Department for Energy Development and Independence 

(DEDI) also recently established a Facebook page. To view the page, log onto 
www.facebook.com/pages/Frankfort-KY/DEDI/253883756089?v=wall. 
 
Both the KEEPS and DEDI Facebook pages include news about their respective programs, links to useful 

energy-saving programs and resources as well as other Facebook networking features.  
 

Energy Saving Resources 
 Collaborative for High Performance Schools provides information and resources for schools interested in receiving a high-

performance rating. 
 ENERGY STAR® Target Finder helps determine an annual energy target for a building's design, compares energy use from 

simulations with set targets, monitors a building's energy performance as plans progress, and evaluates the cost-effectiveness of 

energy efficiency measures associated with the building's design.  
 Sustainable Buildings Industry Council Training Center provides downloadable tools that assist with the development of persuasive, 

consistent and authoritative presentations about high-performance schools. 

Training Opportunities  
2010 Kentucky Association of School Superintendents Summer Institute - June 21-23, Bowling Green 
KEEPS regional coordinators will be among the many exhibitors at the event, which will provide information, resources and networking 

opportunities for Kentucky school district superintendents. Details are available on the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents 

website. 
  
School Energy Managers Program (SEMP) Orientation and Training - July 7-9, Lexington 
The Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) is sponsoring this training session for new and existing school district energy managers. 

Details are available on the KSBA website. For questions, contact JoAnn Rohrback at (502) 783-2714 or e-mail joann.rohrback@ksba.org. 
  
Kentucky School Plant Management Association Annual Conference - October 26-29, Lexington 
The event will feature workshops, presentations and information about how to promote and enhance the educational process through proper 

management practices related to school operations and maintenance. Visit KSPMA's website for information and to register. 
 
 

 
KEEPS is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the combined efforts of the following organizations: Ke ntucky Department for Energy Development and 

Independence, the U.S. Department of Energy and KPPC. 
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