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From the Program Manager:  
The Results Are In 
 
By Fred Byrd  
KEEPS Program Manager  
   
One year ago, KPPC received American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds 
that allowed the Center to make KEEPS services and resources available to all of 
Kentucky's school districts. The efforts of the KEEPS regional coordinators, engineers and 
energy managers coupled with the support and enthusiasm from the school districts as 
well as our partner organizations (Kentucky Department for Energy Development and 
Independence, Kentucky School Boards Association, Kentucky NEED Project, Kentucky 
Green & Healthy Schools and the Kentucky School Plant Management Association) 
yielded many immediate energy and cost savings for the districts. These efforts also set 
the course for long-term cost reductions through improved energy performance. 
  
The results of improved energy savings and cost reductions in 
school districts across the Commonwealth are highlighted in the 
annual KEEPS Status Report, which was published this month. 
  
It's important to note that the information in the KEEPS Status 
Report does not represent all of the data that school district 
energy managers submitted with their baseline and follow-up 
KEEPS Energy Management Reports (EMRs). The Status 
Report is a summary of KEEPS activities for calendar year 2010 
and fulfills KPPC's annual reporting requirements to the 
Kentucky Legislative Research Commission and the Kentucky 
Department for Energy Development and Independence. 
  
The KEEPS EMRs include more than 100 highly technical data points for school district 
energy use and energy savings initiatives. School district energy managers, energy team 
members or superintendents who wish to discuss the findings of their district's EMR's may 
contact their KEEPS regional coordinator. 
  
Doing Their Part  
As seen in the KEEPS Status Report, school districts' commitment to continual 
improvement is illustrated by the 173 districts that passed a school board approved energy 
policy; the 142 districts that hired or appointed energy managers independently or through 
the KSBA School Energy Managers Project; the 98 districts that established cross-
functional energy teams; and the 97 that established consistent, annual energy 
performance tracking standards. 
  
Using Our Resources 
The districts' high level of effort has certainly kept our staff busy. In 2010, KEEPS hosted 
or participated in 25 training events, workshops, conferences or other outreach activities 
attracting 581 attendees. Our team of regional coordinators, engineers and energy 
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managers attended 127 district energy team meetings. KEEPS web trend reports from the 
last quarter of 2010 show hundreds of page views for online resources, such as our 
KEEPS Energy Management Toolkits. Nearly 300 subscribers were added to the KEEPS 
Moving Forward distribution list, and our KEEPS Facebook page has 153 "likes" or fans. 
More resources will be available soon, including several KEEPS Energy Management 
Toolkits, on-site and online training opportunities and more. 
  
Realizing the Payoff 
Based on the Energy Management Reports that 56 percent of Kentucky's school districts 
submitted to KEEPS for both fiscal years 2009 and 2010, integrating best energy 
management practices into day-to-day operations is worth the effort. Despite the fact that 
building square footage and student population increased for those districts, more than $3 
million in energy cost reduction and almost 600,000 MMBtus in energy use reduction were 
realized. From fiscal year 2009 to 2010, greenhouse gas emissions were reduced by 
nearly 24,000 metric tons. 
  
Furthermore, the 34 on-site energy efficiency assessments KEEPS conducted in 2010 
identified more than $600,000 in potential annual cost savings. KEEPS utility bill analysis 
results show refunds, reimbursement or credits from utility services providers totaling more 
than $200,000 to Kentucky school districts. 
  
As time progresses, programs mature and plans are implemented, we expect even greater 
reductions in costs and more energy savings for our school districts in 2011. 
  
Questions? Comments? Contact KEEPS. 
  

Press Conference Highlights Benefits of ARRA Funds 

In February 2010, KPPC hosted two press conferences that announced the expansion of 
the Center's KEEPS and Environmental Sustainability programs through funds provided 
by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). On January 28, 2011, KPPC 
hosted another press conference that highlighted the accomplishments of both ARRA-
funded programs. 

  
The press conference was held at KPPC's offices at 
the University of Louisville's Shelby Campus. 
University of Louisville President James Ramsey, 
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet Deputy 
Secretary Hank List and U.S. Congressional 
Representative John Yarmuth (3rd District, Kentucky), 
were among those who commented on how ARRA 
funds have benefited KPPC, its clients, Kentucky's 
economy and school system. 
  
"When you are talking about saving money in the 
school systems, you are talking about saving money 
for taxpayers," said Yarmuth about the ARRA funding. 
"This is a well-thought-out policy and is proving to be 

extremely effective." 
  
Anchorage Independent Schools Superintendent Don Cravens also spoke at the press 
conference and offered insight into how KEEPS has put his district on the right track for 
reduced operational expenses through improved energy performance. 
  

 

U.S. Rep. John Yarmuth at KPPC's January 28 

press conference.  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9694323&msgid=252074&act=CNRU&c=226860&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flouisville.edu%2Fkppc%2Fkeeps%2Fkeeps-toolkit-library
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9694323&msgid=252074&act=CNRU&c=226860&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.icontact.com%2Fp%2Fkppcssp%2Fnewsletters%2Fkeepsmf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9694323&msgid=252074&act=CNRU&c=226860&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.icontact.com%2Fp%2Fkppcssp%2Fnewsletters%2Fkeepsmf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9694323&msgid=252074&act=CNRU&c=226860&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FKyKEEPS
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9694323&msgid=252074&act=CNRU&c=226860&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flouisville.edu%2Fkppc%2Fform-mailers%2Fkeeps%2Fview


"We believe that KEEPS was created to benefit 
Kentucky's children and Kentucky's schools," said 
Cravens. "The willingness of the KEEPS staff to help us 
grow at a pace that is conducive to changing beliefs, 
practices and behaviors has been very much welcome in 
our district. Thus far, we have been able to make 
progress in energy conservation that we would not be 
able to make on our own. We need that help, and we 
appreciate it very much." 
  
Peter Raymond, an environmental engineer for Reynolds 
Packaging Group also spoke at the press conference, 
which was attended by Kentucky school district 
superintendents, representatives from federal, state and local government, school district 
energy managers, Kentucky business and industry leaders and others. 
  
More information about the KPPC press conference is available on the KEEPS Facebook 
page, the University of Louisville YouTube Channel and UofL Today. 
  

KEEPS Showcases New Assessment Tools at SEMP Training 

Early February brought a full week of training for school district energy managers who 
spearhead their districts' energy program initiatives. From February 3rd to 5th, KEEPS, in 
partnership with the Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) hosted Energy on the 
Move, a workshop that provided information and resources designed to facilitate school 
districts' progress through the seven-step energy management process. 
  
More than 70 representatives from the KSBA 
School Energy Managers Project (SEMP), other 
school district energy managers, KSBA and 
KEEPS representatives, state government and 
KEEPS partner organizations participated in the 
event. Through a series of presentations and 
hands-on training, attendees learned how to 
make the most of such resources as KEEPS 
energy assessment tools. 
  
"The information that was presented this week 
will help our district move forward with its energy 
initiatives," said David Rorrer, an energy 
manager for Madison County Public Schools. 
"These tools are easy to use for everyone involved in our district's energy program." 

  
KEEPS representatives also provided 
information about the importance of setting goals 
and creating an action plan as well as the new 
KEEPS awards program. Other workshop 
presentations focused on financing options for 
long-term, capital-intensive energy projects, 
facility plans, building commissioning, 
performance contracting, lighting retrofits and 
more. 
  
The workshop included a series of roundtable 
discussions that offered attendees the 
opportunity to share ideas about how to make 
the most of resources provided by KEEPS, 

KSBA and partner organizations including Kentucky NEED, Kentucky Green & Healthy 
Schools and ENERGY STAR®. 
  

 

Anchorage Independent Schools 

Superintendent Don Cravens.  

  

KEEPS Engineer Giovanni Beltran was among those who 
provided training to workshop attendees.  

  

SEMP Project Coordinator Larry Woods and KEEPS 

Regional Coordinator Mary Hano lead a roundtable 

discussion about school district energy teams. 
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"This is a great opportunity for energy managers to get together and compare notes about 
what we are learning in the field," said Paul Chappell, an energy manager for McCracken, 
Livingston and Ballard County school districts. 
  
The KEEPS energy assessment tools are available up on request. The assessment tools 
as well as resources about the KEEPS awards program, setting goals and implementing 
an action plan will soon be available on the KEEPS website. Watch future editions of 
KEEPS Moving Forward for more information. 
  

KEEPS Among Presenters, Exhibitors at Upcoming High Performance 
School Buildings Workshop 

On March 22nd and 23rd, the Kentucky Department for Energy Development and 
Independence and the Kentucky NEED Project, with support from the U.S. Department of 
Energy, will host the annual High Performance School Buildings Workshop at the Sloan 
Convention Center in Bowling Green. Workshop attendees will learn how high 
performance facilities significantly reduce energy use and operating costs, reduce 
environmental impacts and provide a healthier teaching and learning environment. 
  
As part of the workshop agenda, representatives from KEEPS will conduct a 30-minute 
break-out session titled High Performance-the Whole Picture. The session will explain how 
energy education and fiscal responsibility applies to building design and operation. 
Information about data collected in the annual KEEPS Energy Management Reports, the 
importance of energy teams and the benefits of the ENERGY STAR® Leadership 
Challenge will also be among the session's talking points. A representative from the 
Kentucky School Boards Association will also discuss how Kentucky School Energy 
Managers Project further promotes energy education in Kentucky. 
  
The High Performance School Buildings Workshop will also feature site visits to 
sustainable schools that operate below average energy costs of Kentucky schools, and 
exhibitors from state agencies, energy service companies and others will be on hand for 
the event. School administrators, facilities personnel, architects and engineers are 
encouraged to attend. 
  
Discounted registration rates are available for those who register before March 1. For 
more information and to register, contact Pam Proctor at pproctor@need.org or log onto 
www.regonline.com/hpsb. 
  

Now Available: 2010 Kentucky Energy Profile 

The Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet and the 
Kentucky Department for Energy Development and 
Independence (DEDI) recently published the 2010 Kentucky 
Energy Profile. The report provides a summary of energy 
production, delivery and consumption as well as trends in the 
energy industries of Kentucky. All of the information contained in 
the report was obtained from public sources, primarily source 
data from the Energy Information Administration. 
  
The 2010 Kentucky Energy Profile is available on DEDI's 
website. For more information about the report's content, please 
contact Robert A. Amato, Director, Kentucky Division of Energy 
Generation, Transmission, and Distribution at 
Bob.Amato@ky.gov. 
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KEEPS Kudos 
Rowan County Schools Anticipate More Than $105,000 in Energy Savings 
Rowan County Public Schools is serious about energy efficiency. The district recently 
completed improvements to several schools in an effort to reduce operating costs through 
better energy performance. 
  
The gas boiler and the dormant sawdust boiler in Rowan County Senior High School was 
replaced with a new, more efficient heating ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) 
system. Energy-efficient lights were also installed at the high school as well as Clearfield 
and Rodburn Elementary schools. The HVAC controls were integrated at the high school, 
McBayer Elementary, Rodburn Elementary and Rowan County Middle School. These and 
other improvements will yield energy savings of more than $105,000 the first year and 
more than $3 million over the next 20 years. 
  
"The green on the jerseys and the gym floor at Rowan County High has a new, 
environmentally-friendly meaning now that the project is complete," said Rowan County 
Schools Superintendent Marvin Moore.  
  
In addition to long-term capital investments, the school district is also moving forward with 
its energy management program, which will yield both short-term and long-term cost 
savings and improved energy performance. The district recently passed a school board 
approved energy policy and has an energy team, which directs the district's energy-saving 
initiatives and is led by an energy manager. 
  
"Being conscientious of energy management allows us to be good stewards of tax 
dollars," said Rowan County Schools CIO John Maxey. "KEEPS has engaged the entire 
district in shaping our energy management plan. We are implementing plans that benefit 
the environment and help us to stay within our budgets." 
   
More K-12 ENERGY STAR® Partners and Schools 
Allen County, Simpson County, Hancock County, Russellville 
Independent and Walton-Verona Independent school districts all recently 
became ENERGY STAR Partners as part of their respective energy 
management programs. Kentucky now has 76 K-12 school districts that 
are ENERGY STAR Partners.  
   
Burlington Elementary is the first school in the Boone County Public 
School district to become an ENERGY STAR Labeled facility. Representatives from the 
Kentucky Department for Energy Development and Independence presented a certificate 
to the school at a special ceremony on January 7. Read more about the school's 
achievement on Cincinnati.com. 

  
Franklin Elementary School was also recently 
designated as an ENERGY STAR Labeled facility. 
The school was built in 1950 and underwent major 
renovations in 2007. Kentucky Commissioner of 
Education Terry Holliday presented a plaque to 
Simpson County Public Schools Superintendent Jim 
Flynn at a special ceremony, which took place at 
Franklin Elementary on January 19. 
 
There are now 87 ENERGY STAR Labeled schools in 
Kentucky. 
  
Read more about Franklin Elementary's energy 
initiatives on WBKO.com. 
   

Learn more about the value of the ENERGY STAR program with Toolkit 1D: Become an 
ENERGY STAR Partner of the KEEPS Energy Management Toolkits.  
 

 

Franklin Elementary School students unveiled a 

plaque that acknowledges their school as an 

ENERGY STAR Labeled facility. 
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Send us your KEEPS Kudos  
Has your school or school district realized success through best energy management 
practices? Great! Use the KEEPS KUDOS form to share the good news, and your KEEPS 
Kudos may appear in an upcoming issue of KEEPS Moving Forward, on the KEEPS 
Facebook page or on the KEEPS website. 
  

KPPC Announces New Assistant Director 

In January, Lissa McCracken was named KPPC Assistant Director. In this role, 
McCracken is responsible for managing and oversight of the Center's staff. She 
collaborates with senior management to develop, deliver and evaluate the service 
functions of KPPC in order to meet customer needs. She is also responsible for helping 
establish and implement Center policies and procedures and identifying new opportunities 
for Center funding. 
  
McCracken has more than 20 years of experience in the environmental field and has been 
employed at KPPC since 1998. She has also served as Communications & Outreach 
Program Manager, Pollution Prevention Specialist and Training Coordinator at the Center. 
Before joining KPPC, McCracken held positions as an environmental inspector, 
engineering technologist and enforcement specialist for the Kentucky Division of Waste 
Management. 
  

School District Energy Initiatives in the News 

Fayette Students Help Cut District Energy Costs  
Lexington Herald-Leader  
   
Kentucky Students Can Apply for Grant Money to Go Green  
WSAZ News Channel 3  
  

Events and Training Opportunities 

US Department of Energy Webinars  
February 2011 
The US Department of Energy is offering a series of free webinars designed to help 
improve the energy performance of your facilities. Following are webinars scheduled for 
February 2011. 
  
Financing Programs: RFP & Contract Terms and Conditions 
February 15 
  
Integration of Renewables & Efficiency: Leveraging Interest and Funding 
February 17 
  
Optimizing Solar Installation: Tools and Strategies 
February 23 
  
Energy Savings Performance Contracting: Savings Measurement and Verification 
February 24  
  
Scoring Energy Performance with EPA's Portfolio Manager Webinar 
February 28 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. ET 
This training provides an introductory overview of the ENERGY STAR® Portfolio Manager 
tool as well as an online demonstration of the benchmarking process, including creating a 
user account, identifying data requirements, managing and sharing information and 
establishing an energy performance score. For more information and to register, contact 
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Alison Drucker at adrucker@jdmgmt.com.  
   
2011 Kentucky Statewide Energy Workshop 
March 13-15  
Louisville  
Hosted by the University of Louisville's Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research and 
Environmental Stewardship, this workshop is an ideal opportunity to meet and interact with 
researchers, energy professionals, state policymakers and regional organizations 
addressing renewable energy and energy efficiency. The workshop promotes 
collaborations between universities and industries by highlighting energy storage, 
biomass, biofuels, advanced energy materials, efficiency and conservation and solar. See 
the workshop website for details and to register. For information, contact Rodica McCoy at 
(502) 852-6348. 
   
Kentucky High Performance School Buildings Workshop  
March 22-23 
Bowling Green  
This workshop that will showcase how high-performance facilities improve student health 
and productivity, attract quality teachers, reduce energy consumption and operating costs 
and protect the environment. Event details are available online, or e-mail 
pproctor@need.org. 
   
Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools Annual Summit  
May 18 
Frankfort  
This annual event showcases projects that schools have completed through the KGHS 
program. Awards will be given for projects in several categories. Project submissions must 
be received by KGHS by April 8, 2011, to be considered. Contact the program coordinator 
for more information. 
   
   

 

   
KPPC is Kentucky's primary resource to help businesses, industries and other organizations develop environmentally 
sustainable, cost-saving solutions for improved efficiency. Based at the University of Louisville J.B. Speed School of 
Engineering, KPPC provides technical information and assistance that is free, confidential and non-regulatory. 
Information contained in this newsletter is a service of KPPC and is offered solely as a general reference. The University 
of Louisville, KPPC, their employees, sponsors and all technical sources referred in this correspondence do not: (a) 
make any warranty or representation, expressed or implied, with respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of 
the information; and (b) assume any liabilities with respect to the use of or for damages resulting from any information 
contained in the correspondence. Mention of trade names, commercial products, or services does not constitute an 
endorsement or recommendation of use. 
   

   
KEEPS is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through the combined efforts of the Kentucky 
Department for Energy Development and Independence, the U.S. Department of Energy and KPPC. 
   
 

Find us on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/KyKEEPS 
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